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BRIEF MENTION 481 

"Bethlehem is merely a record that here in olden times was a settlement of N. Arabians; 
in short, Lehem is ... . but a witty popular modification of Yerahme'el." With 
all his acute mental display in disposing of difficulties, and in pure conjecture to fit 
his North Arabian Yerahme'elites, the author occasionally makes a valid point worth 
considering. "Boldness" is not the word to characterize his attitude, but rather 
recklessness, and little regard for anything except his theories. 

Pr. 

Dahse, J. Die gegenwartige Krisis in der 'alttestamentlichen Kritik. Giessen: 

Topelmann, 1914. 30 pages. Pf. 40. 

Wiener's attacks on the Wellhausen theory of the origin of the Pentateuch have 
their echo in Germany. Dahse goes so far as to say that the appearance of different 
names of God as found in the J and E documents are not marks of different docu- 
ments. They may be theoretically due to the divisions of the Septuagint and of the 
Hebrew text which stood at the basis of the Septuagint into Sedarim, and of the 
Massoretic Text at a later time into Parashim. 

Pr. 

Wiener, H. M. The Pentateuchal Text. A Reply to Dr. Skinner. London: 

Stock, 1014. 6s. 

A reprint from the BibUotheca Sacra, April, 1914, pp. 218-68, in reply to Skinner's 
articles in the Expositor (April to September, 1913). 

Pr. 

Konig, Eduard. Die moderne Pentateuchkritik und ihre neueste Bekamp- 

fung. Leipzig: Deichert, 1014. 106 pages. M. 280. 

Konig takes up the gauntlet thrown down by the two pamphlets of Dahse and 
Wiener. He not only takes his stand on the modern view of the Peutateuch and by 
a mass of detail and painstaking investigation shows the weakness of their arguments, 
but presents also with equal care the strength of the modern view. On two points 
Konig fortifies his position: (1) He proves the text-critical authority of the Massoretic 
Text in general, and especially with reference to the use of the divine names. (2) He 
investigates the text-critical authority of the Septuagint regarding these same divine 
names. 

The second and third parts of his brochure are the most convincing and valuable, 
for here he proves that Dahse's theory that the names of God are variable elements is 
false. 

The pamphlet concludes with a sketch of the correct view of the Pentateuch as 
Konig and the modern progressive school view it. It should have a salutary effect 
upon the superficial and rambling methods of such amateur critics as Wiener and 
Dahse. 

PR. 

Schwab, Johann. Der Begriff der nefes in den heiligen Schriften des alien 
Testaments. Borna-Leipzig: Noske, 1913. x+103 pages. M. 4. 
Some of the best contributions to special themes in the Old Testament are made 
by such Doctor's dissertations as this one on WD3 , presented to the faculty at the 
University of Munich. Schwab was obliged to work in a well-cultivated field which 
had yielded an abundance of literary products. These he has most industriously 



